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Workshop - How to Make Your Chapter a

‘QueerSpawn’ Magnet

Workshop Goal — To learn how to bring youth into PFLAG meetings especially
Colagers or QueerSpawns

First, Some New Terms to Know (heard by/provided by COLAGE staff):

COLAGE: Children Of Lesbians And Gays Everywhere, a non-profit support &
education organization for children (of all ages) of LGBT parents (in Phoenix:
Rainbow Fences)

COLAGETr: A person with one or more LGBT or Q parents

Queer: An umbrella term for GLBT people

QueerSpawn: A more radical form of Colager — spawn (child) of Queer(s)
Bothie: Has both lesbian moms and gay dads

Co-parent: A parent that is involved in a co-parent situation

DI kid: A donor-inseminated child

Donor: DI kids use this term in place of “dad”

2"d Gen: A queer kid with queer parents (i.e., second generation)

KOT: Kids of a transgender parent

Bio-Mom/Bio-Dad: A biological parent
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Did you know that the following are allies to the LGBT Movement and have
GLBT Parents?

— 50 Cent - Malcolm Steve Forbes
— Anne Heche - Lynn Redgrave

— Jodie Foster - Carl Rove

— James 1 of England - James C Hormel Jr

Information and personal story of workshop leaders
— Leader — Ryan LalLonde
« Parents divorced at age 9. Mother is a lesbian...now together for 24 years

« Hated Mom when he learned that she was gay...in a divorce the gayness
IS the easiest to hate. Society supports the hatred.

« Later came out himself but did not equate his gayness to his mom’s
gayness

« 2" gens — harder for them to come out
 Mother did blame herself for his being gay
« Bother also came out

 Everyone is gay except for dad

Wonder why he like men when his mother likes women and dad likes
women

 Even gay parents tend not want gay kids
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Information and personal story of workshop leaders
—  Kate Oliver
 Gave story of her gay dads
 Now very close with both
 Her dad’s partner cares for her child while she works

« Social worker in LGBT cases — gay couples with kids, divorced parents with one gay,
does a lot of equality marriage work

Areas of support needed for Colagers
—  Help in school with teachers and peers understanding have gay parents

— 2" Gen - Harder to come out to their gay parents because they do not want their gay
parents to blame themselves.

—  Colagers kids typically are magnates for peers who are trying to come out
—  Colagers kids usually to start GSAs

—  They need protection from harassment in schools, getting medical benefits for their
families

—  They have to come out about their families — they have secrets they hide
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Areas of support needed for Colagers (continued)

Need a community that will except them — sometimes will not attend because they do
not identify gay but they need the support

Just the nuisances or family life that people forget can happen in gay households

To create a place that they can be part of the community (gay) which sometimes does
not understand why they attend events

They have a sense of isolation ... they do not know there are others around that are
just like them

Top two questions Colagers get
 Are you also gay?
« Have you ever seen your parents have sex?

Key areas of resources available

Documentary: In My Shoes

Documentary: QueerSpawn - about a gathering for Colager kids 8 and up
Downloadable types for dealing with Colagers feel comfortable

Exhibit called “That’s so Gay” DVD with flyers with gay positive image

Training conference for Colagers to learn how to advocate for marriage equality
Book and Documentary — 18 ways to Making a Baby
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How to make the chapter youth inclusive

If having a planning meetings and want youth involved do not schedule during
school hours.

Get the youth involved in the planning...

Food entices them to stay

Transportation is usually an issue...consider this

Make meeting s interactive...all Colage meetings are revolving around a game
Kids need to multiple things happening

When bringing in youth...bring them in as a pair or better yet a triad

For youth, define what you are talking about

Colage has a guide for how to make the community more youth friendly —
contact Ryan

Colage has a scholarship for Colagers

Other Materials available from this workshop upon request

COLAGE newsletter (16-pages) “For people with GLBT parents.”

COLAGE resource guide (14-pages) “That's So Gay: Portraits of Youth with
GLBT Parents”

COLAGE visibility resource (1-page) “Raise Awareness about Children with
GLBT Parents



