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« Workshop Goal — To learn about PFLAG outreach efforts to the Latino communities in
New York City and Mexico

 Information about the NYC Latino meeting - Nila Marrone

They have do not have food but they move to a restaurant
The meetings are with complete families and they encourage it that way

The meetings are two hours however no one shows till 30 min to 60 min late so they have
a board meeting for the first hour until people show up.

Occasionally they meet with people at Grand Central Station instead of a formal meeting

e Feed back on out reach to Latino communities

PFLAG has resources for chapter through the Families of Color Network

Do not give up in your outreach

Get to know the communities — get to know the leaders

Provide materials in Spanish and English

Translations may be need to be tweaked for the type of Latino communities (i.e. slang)
Look up local LGBT groups supporting the Latino community

Many immigrants to US think that their kids are gay because they are influenced by
Anglos because they do not think that there are gay people back in Mexico because no
one talked about it before they immigrated. They do not realize that their country is also
changing since they left.
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 Information about the PFLAG meetings in Mexico — Irma Anhalt

— She came here to learn how to hold a PFLAG meeting. 70-80 people come to her
house every two weeks (Tuesday). She serves cake. 6pm start. Now they are getting
there at 4:30pm and ending at 10pm. Each meeting has program that does not repeat
in two years.

— New comer mothers are welcomed.
— Latinos like the personal interest in their lives. She calls anyone that misses a meeting

— At the beginning it was only mothers, no they include the children. Now teachers and
psychologists come to learn from the group.

— PFLAG in Mexico is now work with the government.

— Men - 90% of the meetings are women and children (13-20). Machismo prevents them
from coming to the meetings

— Started separate meetings for the youth (15-20 youth attending just after 2-3 months)

— Irma advertises on Radio, TV and word or mouth. She gives out her phone number.
She gets 60 new calls a week and only 5 people actually attend. She can get 40 calls
from one radio announcement

— In 8 years only had 1 negative call.
— She can get 40 calls from one radio announcement
— The fee for attendance is $2. The fee covers cake and drinks, publicity, festivals

— Only the middle class or lower class attend. The upper class and Jewish communities

do not think they have problems with gay children and do not attend 33



