
October 11-14, 2007

PFLAG
National Convention 

2007
Addendum

Family voices 
Moving equality forward…



Plenary Notes
Faith Community 

Focus: 
What Works?



Plenary - Faith Community Focus: 
What Works?

Panel Presenters and Their Comments:

• Rabbi David Horowitz: (Lecturer on LGBT rights, PFLAG National Board member, 
past president of PFLAG Akron, OH)

Looking Back / Looking Forward:

– Before his daughter ‘came out’, he knew of no one in his Akron, OH congregation 
that had a GLBT family member.

– Today, he knows 200 of his congregation’s 500 families have a GLBT family 
member.

– The civil rights movement of the 1960s would not have happened until:

• The white community got involved.

• The faith/church community got involved.

– The GLBT rights movement will not get a foothold until:
• The straight community gets involved.

• The faith/church community gets involved.
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• Rabbi David Horowitz: (Lecturer on LGBT rights, PFLAG National Board member, 
past president of PFLAG Akron, OH)

Coming Soon:  PFLAG and Faith Communities:
– PFLAG will be introducing religion-based programs over the next couple years:

• Will create a pro-GLBT statement of faith from PFLAG
• Will train chapter leaders/members on what they can do in their religious 

community.
• Will assemble our own PFLAG stories of faith in the near future.

In the Meantime:
– Ask religious groups how you might partner with them on community projects.  

(After Hurricane Katrina, a Southern Baptist Church worked with a MCC church 
(predominantly GLBT) on relief efforts.  The Baptist group fell in love so much 
with the MCC group, that they offered to have business cards printed with their 
info. on one side and the MCC church’s info. on the other.  Amazing!)

– Visit congregations, look at their bulletin boards.  Identify who is doing the pro-
GLBT work at that church.  Get with them to collaborate on possible projects.

– Host film viewings and discussions dealing with GLBT and specific faiths.
– Partner with parents groups in these churches.
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• Rev. V. Gene Robinson: (Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire)

What Works?
– Keeping sympathetic – important in understanding their fears.  I must  listen to my 

opponents and hear the fear behind what they say – to remain in dialogue.  One can 
stay sympathetic by remembering that they have been taught/engrained in their 
thinking for 3000 years.  Jesus said that God will send the Holy Spirit to provide the 
truth.

– Keeping faithful – continue to nurture your faith lives.  Continue holding our institution’s 
feet to the fire. In the LGBT community it is harder to come out about being a person of 
faith than coming out gay.

– Keeping our coming out stories alive – Greatest coming out story in the Bible is the 
Exodus with many similarities to the gay coming out story.  In the story of raising 
Lazarus from the, Jesus says Come Out.
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• Rev. V. Gene Robinson: (Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire)

Resources:
– welcomingresources.org: Plentiful list of all welcoming Christian congregations
– hrc.org/religion: Many resources; not as deep as the first listed above.
– hrc.org/scripture: Talks about electionary now; other topics to come after elections
– www.soulforce.org: Booklet - “What the Bible Really Says About Homosexuality”, 

plus many other simple faith and homosexuality focused materials.
– Book: Talking About Homosexuality: A great resource for help start conversations 

in a church that thinks it isn’t ready to talk about this topic/issue.

Steps for Chapters to Reach Out to Faith Communities:
– Share your story, your struggle to accept your GLBT child.  The story you have to tell is 

your story. (Good resource:  For the Bible Tells Me So (on DVD). 5 families’ struggles.)
– Get better at articulating your journey/your struggle/how you overcame.  Your past 

struggle may be the entry point for someone else struggling now.
– Just tell your story – then don’t instruct – just let the Spirit do its work.
– It is also important to listen to the other side, hard as they may be.  Be patient.
– Think of yourself as an organizer of the pro GLBT faith organizations in your 

community.  Host various events to include multiple faiths and cultures.
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Other Presenters:

• Harry Knox: (Director of HRC Religion and Faith Program)
– Be proud of being a organization that is based on love.

• Rev. Rebecca Voelkel: (Minister of UCC, Institute of Welcoming Church Movement, 
Program Director, Institute for Welcoming Resources, Nat’l Gay & Lesbian Task Force)


